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Variables used in Data Analysis

Variables in Vote Equation from ANES
	Vote for Bush
	1=Respondent voted for Bush 

	Feeling Thermometer Difference
	Feeling Thermometer for Bush – Feeling Thermometer for Kerry.  -100 indicates complete preference for Kerry, 0 indicates neutral feelings toward the candidates, and 100 indicates complete preference for Bush

	V043033
	If approve/disapprove on V043032: Do you [approve/disapprove] STRONGLY or NOT STRONGLY [handling war on terror]?

1=Approve Strongly

4=Disapprove Strongly

	Strength approve/disapprove Bush’s handling war on terror
	

	V043133
	If approve/disapprove on V043132: 

Do you [approve/disapprove] STRONGLY or NOT STRONGLY?

1= Approve Strongly

4=Disapprove Strongly

	Strength approve/disapprove Bush’s handling of war in Iraq
	

	V043027
	If approve/disapprove on V043026: 

Do you [approve/disapprove] STRONGLY or NOT STRONGLY?

1= Approve Strongly

4=Disapprove Strongly

	Strength approve/disapprove of Bush’s handling of the economy
	

	V043117 through V043130
	In your opinion, does the phrase “he is [trait]” describe [candidate] EXTREMELY WELL, QUITE WELL, NOT TOO WELL, NOT WELL AT ALL?

1=Extremely well

4=Not well at all

	Candidate Traits
	

	V043116
	0= Strong Democrat

6=Strong Republican

	Summary Party Identification
	


Independent Variables in ANES
Economic
	VO43213
	Would you say that compared to 2000, the nation's

economy is BETTER, WORSE, or ABOUT THE SAME?

	National Economy better/worse last 4 years
	

	V043061 
	We are interested in how people are getting along

financially these days. Would you say that you (and your

family living here) are BETTER off or WORSE off than you were a year ago?

	Personal Finances in last year
	

	V043097
	Now thinking about the economy in the country as a  whole,

would you say that over the past year the nation's economy has

gotten BETTER, stayed ABOUT THE SAME, or gotten WORSE?

	National economy in last year
	

	V043101
	Would you say that OVER THE PAST YEAR, the level of

unemployment in the country has gotten BETTER, stayed ABOUT THE SAME, or gotten WORSE?

	Unemployment better or worse in last year
	

	V043104
	Would you say that OVER THE PAST YEAR, inflation has gotten BETTER, stayed ABOUT THE SAME, or gotten WORSE?

	Inflation better or worse in last year
	

	V043152
	Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?

1. Govt should see to jobs and standard of living

7.   Govt should let each person get ahead on own

	Job and Good Standard of Living -scale self-placement
	


Domestic

	Spending and Services 

7-point scale self-placement
	“Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?”

01. Govt should provide many fewer services

07. Govt should provide many more services

	V043182
	Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?

1. Protect environment, even if it costs jobs

    & standard of living

7. Jobs & standard of living more important

    than environment

	Environment vs. jobs tradeoff scale - self-placement
	

	V043160 
	Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?

1. Govt should help blacks

7. Blacks should help themselves

	Aid to blacks Placement
	

	V043196  
	Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?

1.  Women and men should have equal roles

7. A woman's place is in the home

	Women's role - 7-point scale self-placement
	


	V043150
	Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?

1. Govt insurance plan

7. Private insurance plan

	Govt/private medical insurance scale: self-placement
	

	V045143
	A proposal has been made that would allow people to put a

portion of their Social Security payroll taxes into personal

retirement accounts that would be invested in private stocks

and bonds. 

1. Favor

5. Oppose

	Favor allowing Social Sec funds invested in the market
	

	V043189
	Do you think the federal government should make it MORE

DIFFICULT for people to buy a gun than it is now, make

it EASIER for people to buy a gun, or keep these rules

ABOUT THE SAME as they are now?

1. A lot more difficult

5. A lot easier

	How much easier/harder to buy gun - self-placement
	

	V045132
	Which one of the opinions on this page best agrees with your

view?  

1. By law, abortion should never be permitted.

4. By law, a woman should always be able to obtain an abortion as a matter of personal choice.



	Abortion position: self-placement
	

	V043181 
	There has been discussion recently about a law to ban certain

types of late-term abortions, sometimes called partial birth

abortions.  Do you FAVOR or OPPOSE a law that makes these types of abortions illegal?

1. Favor strongly

5. Oppose strongly

	Strength favor/oppose ban on partial-birth abortions
	

	V043166
	Should federal spending on PUBLIC SCHOOLS be INCREASED, DECREASED, or kept ABOUT THE SAME?

1. Increased

3. Decreased

	Federal Budget Spending: public schools



	

	V043170
	Should federal spending on CHILD CARE be INCREASED,

DECREASED, or kept ABOUT THE SAME?

1.  Increased

3.  Decreased



	Federal Budget Spending: child care
	


	V043172 
	Should federal spending on AID TO POOR PEOPLE be INCREASED, DECREASED, or kept ABOUT THE SAME?

1.  Increased

3.  Decreased

	Federal Budget Spending: aid to the poor
	

	V043210
	Should same-sex couples be ALLOWED to marry, or do you think they should NOT BE ALLOWED to marry?

1. Should be allowed

3.  Should not be allowed

	Position on gay marriage
	

	V045192
	Should be more emphasis on traditional family ties.

1.  Agree Strongly

5.  Disagree Strongly

	Should be more emphasis on traditional family ties
	


Foreign Policy
	V045124
	Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?

01. Should solve with diplomacy

07. Must be ready to use military force



	Interventionism by diplomacy/military: self-placement
	

	V043142
	Where would you place YOURSELF on this scale, or haven't

you thought much about this?

01. Govt should decrease defense spending

07. Govt should increase defense spending

	Defense spending - 7-point scale self-placement
	

	V043113
	Country would be better off if we just stayed home

1. Agree

5. Disagree

	Country would be better off if we just stayed home
	

	V045108
	How important is it for the U.S. to have a strong

military force in order to be effective in dealing with our

enemies?

1. Extremely important

4. Not at all important

	How important is it for US to have strong military
	

	V045099
	[Should PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS be a VERY IMPORTANT foreign policy goal, a SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT foreign policy goal, or NOT AN IMPORTANT foreign policy goal at all?

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: preventing spread of nuclear
	

	V045100  
	PROMOTING AND DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS

See above

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: promote human rights
	

	V045101
	STRENGTHENING THE UNITED NATIONS (AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

(See above)

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: strengthen United Nations
	

	V045102
	COMBATTING WORLD HUNGER

(See above)

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: combating world hunger
	

	V045103
	PROTECTING THE JOBS OF AMERICAN WORKERS

(See above)

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: protect jobs of American wkrs
	

	V045104
	HELPING TO BRING A DEMOCRATIC FORM OF GOVERNMENT TO OTHER NATIONS

(See above)

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: promote democracy
	

	V045105
	CONTROLLING AND REDUCING ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

(See above)

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: control illegal immigration
	

	V045106
	PROMOTING MARKET ECONOMIES ABROAD

(See above)

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: promote market economies abrd
	

	V045107
	COMBATTING INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

(See above)

1. Very important

5. Not important at all

	US foreign policy goal: combat intl terrorism
	

	V043112  
	During the past year, would you say that the United States'

position in the world has grown WEAKER, stayed ABOUT THE SAME, or has it grown STRONGER?

1. Weaker

5. Stronger

	During last year, U.S. position in world weaker/strong
	

	V043131
	Taking everything into account, do you think the U.S. war

against the Taliban government in Afghanistan was WORTH THE COST or NOT?

1. Worth it

5. Not worth it

	War in Afghanistan worth the cost
	


	V043134 
	Taking everything into account, do you think the war in Iraq

has been WORTH THE COST or NOT?

1. Worth it

5. Not worth it

	Was Iraq war worth the cost
	

	V043135
	As a result of the United States military action in Iraq, do

you think the threat of terrorism against the United States

has INCREASED, DECREASED, or stayed ABOUT THE SAME?

1. Increased

3. Decreased

	Iraq war increased or decreased threat of terrorism
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